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Austria, Germany, Switzerland and Liechtenstein 
 

 
Water and mountains are the borders. To the north, Lake Constance. In the west, 

towards Switzerland and Liechtenstein. In the south and east are the Alps. 

 

 

It is an open minded, modern region. A very lively business and culture area. With an 

eye for beauty and aesthetic. Once where the inhabitants earned their living mainly 

by designing and producing embroideries and material. The magnificent villas of the 

"Textile barons" in Dornbirn are witnesses to that time of prosperity. Today´s designers, 

like Wolford, who produce exclusive body wear or innovative lighting systems like that 

from “Zumtobel Staff”, and the European centre for modern architecture have all 

made the area their home base. 

 

 

The landscape on the lake inspires poets and thinkers, artists and athletes, inhabitants 

and guests. A treat for both the eyes and ears: The Bregenz Festival with their 

spectacular productions on the largest water stage in the world. The art Bodensee in 

Dornbirn is the largest art fair in the area. The traditional bon fires which chase away 

the winter and bring carnival to an end. Jazz concerts, cabaret, small theatres - they 

are all here. Museums, exhibitions.  

 

 

There are many indoor and outdoor activities to keep you busy. 
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Bregenz  
 

 
Bregenz is Austria's culture and relaxation capital at Lake Constance, the capital of 

Vorarlberg, seat of the regional government, 27,000 inhabitants. Situated in the 

border region between Germany, Austria, Switzerland and Liechtenstein Bregenz 

has to offer a lot, in every season of the year.  

 

The town is already 2000 years old, the Celtic Brigants and the Romans have lived 

here and the mediaeval centre with the Baroque onion tower is still preserved. The 

third largest lake of Central Europe forms the boundary of the city in the west, water 

sports are a must here.  

 

The biking and walking paths lead along the well kept lakeside promenade to ports, 

the Bregenz Festival House and the public open-air bathing area. Visitors can enjoy 

the best view from the lookout point at the top of the 1,064 m high Pfänder 

mountain. Cozy coffeehouses, inns and shops line the pedestrian zone in the city 

center. The Bregenz Old Town, called Upper Town, which is an oasis of tranquility. 

 

The annual program of festivals begins with the dance festival “Bregenz Spring”. In 

July and August the Bregenz Festivals transform the city into an international art 

metropolis. The Art Gallery Bregenz hosts exhibitions of contemporary artists all year 

round. 
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Pfänder 
 

 
With the Pfänder panoramic cable car you float quickly and comfortably to the 

mountain station on the Pfänder (1064m). 

 

 

The unique panorama of Lake Constance and 240 Alpine peaks of Austria, 

Germany and Switzerland make Pfänder the most famous lookout point of the 

region. 

 

 

Whether you attend the bird of prey-flight show being on advantage point to view 

eagles, explore the Alpine Game Park, walk, bicycle or just enjoy the view from the 

terrace of the Pfänder restaurant. 

 

 

Two observation platforms on the Pfänder provide information about the Lake 

Region and Alpine peaks. 

 

 

Your day will be an unforgettable experience! 
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Lake Constance 
 

 
Two separate lakes form Lake Constance — the Obersee (upper lake) and the 

Untersee (lower lake) — as well as a connecting stretch of river, the Seerhein.  

 

 

The lake’s area amounts to 536 km², with the Obersee accounting for 473 km² and 

the Untersee accounting for 63 km². After Lake Geneva, it is the second-largest lake 

in Western Europe. The lake is at its widest between Friedrichshafen and Arbon (14 

km) and at its longest between Ludwigshafen and Bregenz (63 km). This gives a total 

shore length of 273 km, 173 km of which are in Germany, 28 km in Austria and 72 km 

in Switzerland.  

 

 

The main inflow of the Obersee is the Alpenrhein, the Seerhein is the main outflow: 

this, in turn, is the largest inflow of the Untersee. The outflow of the Untersee is the 

Hochrhein. Both the Alpenrhein and the Seerhein only mix in part with the water of 

the respective lake, and flow through the lakes in mainly even courses. 



 

 

T h e  b e s t  l o c a t i o n  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  t h e  b o r d e r s  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Discover Lake Constance 
 

 
Lake Constance has countless facets and faces. You have the opportunity to get to 

know them all. Discover the lake on board, on an enchanting Lake Constance 

cruise. 

 

Besides the many excursion possibilities, you can also celebrate and dance out on 

the lake until the wee hours. In addition, romantic evening cruises are offered. 

 

Whatever you select, an adventure of a very special kind awaits you. For families 

with children, we offer generous family reductions. Incidentally, in case you want to 

celebrate your own "Lake Constance Adventure" together with your friends, as of 10 

persons you receive a special group reduction. For large groups, you can simply 

charter a boat from the "White Fleet”. 

 

From April until October the regularely schedule cruises go a few times every day 

from the port Bregenz around the Lake of Constance (Lindau, Friedrichshafen, Insel 

Mainau etc.). 

 

Guests of Vorarlberg Lines arrive and depart free of charge on public transportation 

for all Lake Constance cruises (excluding regularly scheduled trips). 
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Dornbirn 

 

 
Lovely Dornbirn has a lot to offer: Choose from an infinite number of recreational 

parks and areas in the surroundings or simply relax and unwind in the heart of 

nature. Dornbirn is always worth a visit, in summer and winter alike. Lowlands and 

mountains surround Dornbirn, the largest city in the region with a population of 

45.000 inhabitants. 

 

Dornbirn is an important business location, trade fair site and popular shopping 

center. The neo-classicist parish churches and houses spanning three centuries 

surround the central market square.  

 

The interactive nature museum ‘inatura’ provides insight into the native fauna and 

flora. A cable car takes you up to the top of the lookout on Karren Mountain.  

A breathtaking hiking tour leads you through the ruggedly romantic “Rappenloch- 

resp. Alploch Gorge”, one of the most impressive canyons of the eastern Alps.  

 

The Rolls-Royce Museum in the district of Gütle is also well worth a visit. Franz Vonier, 

a private collector, has put approximately 40 noble Rolls-Royce on display in the 

former textile factory. Unique nature treasures, cozy hotels and accommodations 

offering all modern conveniences, excellent restaurants and pubs await you! 

Dornbirn ranks among Austria´s most attractive towns featuring plenty of cultural 

highlights and events throughout the seasons. 
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Bregenzerwald 
 

 
The green foothills smoothly merge into impressive mountain peaks of an altitude of 

up to 2,300 meters. Shady woods alternate with romantic river valleys. There are 

many paths lead to hidden mountain lakes and up to peaks which provide fantastic 

views.  

 

Around 2,000 km of perfectly marked hiking paths lead to the most picturesque 

spots and vantage points. On the many themed hiking trails, you can expand your 

knowledge on beauties of nature or the lives and works of renowned celebrities.  

 

The Bregenzerwald region is quite well-known for its perfect blend of traditional and 

modern architecture. Furthermore, the spicy cheeses are appreciated all-around. 

The Bregenzerwald Cheese Street gives insight into the regional cheese culture. 

Sightseeing tours, tasting sessions and other events are offered throughout the year.  

 

The cultural program comprises both classical and modern events. One of the 

annual highlights is the Schubertiade Festival in Schwarzenberg in the Angelika-

Kauffmann-Hall, which holds around 70 concerts and recitals a year.  

 

Throughout the summer, many villages offer programs for families and kids, ranging 

from visits to local farms to hiking tours and other physical activities.  
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Lindau 
 

 
Lindau is located near the meeting point of the Austrian, German and Swiss borders. 

It is nestled on the lake under Pfänder mountain.  

 

Lindau is popular with sightseers and holidaymakers for its medieval city centre and 

pleasant location on Lake Constance. Since 1951, the Nobel Laureate Meetings at 

Lindau attract many Nobel prize winners to Lindau every year. A congress of 

medical physics is also held yearly. The casino owned by the state of Bavaria is a 

further attraction. 

 

The small streets of the picturesque old town centre invite pleasant strolls past the 

Town Hall with its colourful façade and lovingly restored half-timbered houses. 

 

On mild summer nights, open-air concerts on the beautiful lakeside promenade 

offer pleasant entertainment.  

 

A place always worth visiting is the “Zum Cavazzen” museum, which houses the 

town’s art collections as well as an exhibition of mechanical musical instruments. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pf%C3%A4nder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Laureate_Meetings_at_Lindau
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_Laureate_Meetings_at_Lindau
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_prize
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bavaria
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Zeppelin Museum Friedrichshafen 
 

 
The Zeppelin Museum Friedrichshafen is unique in Germany. It houses the world’s 

largest collection on aviation. In addition, it is the only museum in Germany which 

combines technology and art. The Museum has a total floor area of 4000 m2. 

 

The museum was (re)opened in 1996 in its new home – the harbour railway station. 

Since then, 3.5 million visitors have come to see its permanent collections and 

special exhibitions.  

 

Entering the 1:1 model of the passenger cabins of the LZ 129 ‘Hindenburg’, visitors 

also ‘revisit’ the years 1936 and 1937 to get an idea of what it was like to be a 

passenger in a Zeppelin, having the unique experience of a transatlantic airship 

flight.  

 

It is not only the background story of the Zeppelins’ technology and manufacture, 

but also the techniques of artistic creation, which take visitors back into the past.  

Professor H G Merz, Stuttgart (who later became known to a larger public through 

his redesign of the Alte Nationalgalerie public art gallery in Berlin) designed the 

exhibition architecture, while the local office of Jauss+Gaupp was responsible for 

the conversion of the old harbour railway station building into a modern museum.  
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Meersburg 
 

 
The particularly attractive situation of Meersburg, which is built on a steep vineyard 

right by the lake, has been attracting tourists for centuries. It is said that the 

Merovingian’s raised the first fortress whose medieval appearance still marks the image 

of the town from far. 

 

Meersburg is a member of the “Deutsche Fachwerkstrasse” (German Framework 

Road), one of the major German tourist routes. The town owes its baroque silhouette to 

the prince bishops of Constance who built sumptuous castles with the participation of 

the famous baroque architect Balthazar Neumann. 

 

Around these representative constructions mostly open nowadays to visitors, you will 

find marvellous squares and panoramic view points of Meersburg. Here you will find 

pleasant cafés in summer and the terrace of the New Castle as well as the fortress offer 

beautiful views of the lake and the impressive alpine rang, on days with good visibility. 

 

Meersburg does not owe its popularity as a destination for holidays and excursions only 

to its picturesque situation and historical constructions. The comprehensive cultural 

programme, the many museums and the large number of leisure activities attract 

thousands of visitors each year. 
 

 

 

http://www.deutsche-fachwerkstrasse.de/
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Constance 
 

 
With a population of more than 82,000, the historical town of Constance is the largest 

town on Lake Constance and the perfect place for your vacation.  

 

Today, it is a lively university town offering a wide range of recreational activities for 

young and old. The town on Lake Constance has managed to keep itself true to the 

long-standing traditions of trade and culture right up until the present day, adding 

many new aspects along the way. The town really comes to life when you undertake a 

walkabout tour through the old town of Constance which has remained relatively 

unchanged since the middle Ages.  

 

The town is uniquely located on the shores of Lake Constance and the River Rhine and 

this, together with its close proximity to Switzerland, Austria and Liechtenstein, makes 

Constance the ideal spot for a holiday destination and a stopping-off point for all 

manner of excursions in the surrounding region. 

 

There is a wonderful Mediterranean charm to be found here on Lake Constance, 

offering a shopping trip experience with a quite unique character. Nowhere else on 

Lake Constance is there a place that is so closely linked with trade than the historic 

inner city of Constance. Strolling through the town centre will lead you to numerous 

small specialty shops which all have their own particular brands. In the department 

stores and well-known chain stores there is always a fashionable range of goods for 

visitors to find. 
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Flower Island Mainau 
 

 
The flower island of the five seasons, a jewel situated in the middle of emerald-green 

Lake Constance. The Flowerage is supplemented by a rich cultural programme and 

the largest butterfly house in Germany, open-air classical concerts and the new 

palm tree house.  

 

You can either travel by boat to Mainau’s harbour or by coach, bus or car to the 

car park on the mainland. A pedestrian bridge leads you directly from the car park 

onto the island.  

 

Nature experiences, fun and entertainment await younger visitors at Children’s 

Land- one of the most beautiful playgrounds around Lake Constance with its 

farmyard, pony rides and floral animal figures.  

 

We’ve now extended the Mainau Children’s Land. Blumi’s Lakeside World opened in 

spring 2009. It nestles between the Dwarf Village and Water World – the water 

playground with floats and a rope ferry. Youngsters can play, romp around and 

explore to their hearts’ content in this playground paradise on the theme of 

lakeshores and water. The new play and experience area has rooms where children 

can climb about and hide and also look and listen to things closely. 
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Lake Dwellings Unteruhldingen 
 

 
The Lake Dwellings of the Stone and Bronze Age (4.000 to 850 BC) are reawakening 

at Lake Constance (Bodensee) in Unteruhldingen, Germany. 

 
The visit includes a 45 – 60 minute tour. Our specially trained guides provide detailed 

information, and answers to the questions you might have during the tour. 

 

Dive into the mysterious world of farmers, fishermen, and brass founders of the Stone 

Age 6000 years ago, and be a witness to the lifestyle of the Bronze Age 3000 years 

ago. 

 

The trail leads from the shore across the wooden bridge to the authentically 

reconstructed Lake Dwellings, where different tasks common to people of the far 

past are demonstrated and exemplified. Scientifically replicated tools allow you a 

look at the daily life of the lake dwellers. 

 

The beauty of the landscape surrounding the Lake Dwellings, immediately bordering 

the oldest nature sanctuary of the region, will put you in awe. Spectacular original 

finds and accompanying exhibits about different subjects can be viewed in the 

exhibit areas. 
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St. Gallen 
 

 
The St.Gallen-Lake Constance region offers a great deal of culture with its UNESCO 

World Heritage site and the Theater St.Gallen. In addition to these two highlights, 

many other attractions such as diverse museums and cabaret performances draw 

people to this region on Lake Constance. 

 

The Abbey Library numbers among the oldest and most beautiful libraries in the 

world. As early as the 8th century, the St.Gallen Monastery possessed a significant 

collection of books, which continued to expand very quickly. The Abbey Library’s 

Baroque hall will surprise you with its elaborate rococo style. The inventory of the 

library, which is still operating today, numbers around 160,000 books. The impressive 

collection of early mediaeval original documents has made this institution famous 

worldwide. Over 400 volumes are more than 1,000 years old. 

 

The cathedral of St.Gallen is a work from the late Baroque period, built between 

1755 and 1767. Already in the year 612, the Irish wandering monk Gallus founded a 

settlement here. From this arose a monastery in 719, which in 800 blossomed 

religiously, economically and culturally. After an eventful history, the Abbey was 

abolished in 1805. The monumental sacred building with the impressive double 

tower façade is also wonderfully outfitted on the inside. 
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Vaduz 
 

 
Vaduz, with the Princely Residence, the Government and Parliament, is the capital 

of Liechtensteins. In the town center, known as the "Städtle", there are museums, 

street cafés and many attractive shops.  

 

Vaduz Castle can be seen from far away. It dates back to the 13th century and is 

now the residence of the Princely Family. This is why the Castle is not open to visitors. 

From the Städtle, there is a paved trail up to the castle with explanatory historical 

notice boards. The "Känzile", a small viewing terrace at the start of the trail in 

Schlossstrasse, offers a splendid view over Vaduz. 

 

In the Städtle, inviting street cafés in the pedestrian precinct are pleasant places in 

which to take a break. Numerous cultural attractions can be found here. A visit to 

the Art Museum, the National Museum, the Post Museum, the Engländerbau 

exhibition building and the small private galleries will give visitors an idea of the 

variety of the country.  

 

Vaduz also has much to offer in regards to sports. In addition to one of the largest 

open-air swimming-pools of the region, a tennis hall, a squash center, tennis courts in 

the midst of idyllic woodland scenery, a football stadium, a skate park and a mini-

golf course, Vaduz has an attractive network of footpaths and cycle-ways. This 

provides access to the greenbelt recreation area of Haberfeld and other natural 

beauty spots around Vaduz. 

 
 

 

 


